


 

1.7.2. Note the plan to complete works for the final section of the route in 
Cardross by early summer 2022. 

 
1.7.3. Note the results of the community consultation on the proposed designs 

for the outstanding sections of the path.  
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1. This report updates Members of the progress made since the Helensburgh and 
Lomond Area Committee on 17 December 2021 in relation to the delivery of a 
dedicated, high quality walking and cycle route linking Helensburgh, Cardross 

and Dumbarton. 
 

2.2. Full details of the project, including previous progress is available in the project 
update reports previously presented to this Committee. 
 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

3.1. It is recommended that the Helensburgh and Lomond members: 
 
3.1.1. Welcome the opening of the route linking Cardross Station to Cardross 

Park. 
 

3.1.2. Note the plan to complete works for the final section of the route in 
Cardross by early summer 2022. 
 

3.1.3. Note the results of the community consultation on the proposed designs 
for the outstanding sections of the path.  

 
4.0 DETAIL 

 
Finances 

 
4.1. Design (Colgrain to Cardross & Cardross to Dumbarton).  Funding for the 

design development has been confirmed from the Transport Scotland Places for 
Everyone programme, administered by Sustrans.  This is a highly competitive 

challenge fund which requires projects to closely comply with the ever evolving 
design requirements set by Sustrans as administrators of the funding.  

 
4.2. Construction (Cardross Rail Station to Geilston Burn).  Strathclyde 

Partnership for Transport (SPT) has confirmed £195,000 2021/22 capital funding 

to support the delivery of the Cardross to Geilston Burn section of the route 
currently under construction.  £96,000 has been confirmed for 2021/22 from the 

Transport Scotland Places for Everyone programme, administered by Sustrans.  
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4.3. The Council’s Active Travel Team (1.3 FTE) is part of the Strategic Transport 
Team within the Development and Economic Growth Service.  No Council funding 

is currently received by the Active Travel Team. All project costs, including internal 
staff costs, have to be funded via successfully securing external challenge funds.  

 
Community Consultation 

 

4.4. Council Officers undertook community consultation on the designs for the route 
linking Moss Road, Colgrain to Cardross and Cardross to Dumbarton.  Due to 

the covid-19 pandemic this consultation was online via the Council’s website.  
The consultation was promoted to local community groups and via the Council’s 
Communications Team to enable wide participation.  West Dunbartonshire 

Council assisted with promoting the consultation to their local community.   
 

4.5. The consultation was available on the Council’s consultation webpage between 
09 Dec 2021 and 23 Jan 2022 (45 days).  A total of 464 responses were 
received.  Of these, 457 (98.5%) were from individuals, with 5 (1%) from 

community organisations and 2 (0.4%) from businesses. 
 

4.6. The community organisations who responded were Cardross Community 
Council, West Dunbartonshire Access Panel, West Dunbartonshire LAF, 
Drumchapel Cycle Hub and GoBike-Strathclyde Cycle Campaign.  The 

businesses who submitted a response were Craigend Nursery, Cardross and 
Taylor Wimpey Strategic Land. 

 
4.7. Of the individual respondents, 164 provided home postcode information, with the 

majority being in the vicinity of the path. 69 respondents were from Cardross 

(G82 5**), 22 respondents from Helensburgh East, Craigendoran and Colgrain 
(G84 7**), 22 respondents from Helensburgh North (G82 9**) and 20 

respondents from Helensburgh West, Rhu & Shandon (G84 8**). 
 

4.8. Moss Road, Colgrain to the Geilston Burn Bridge, Cardross.  Of the 457 

individual respondents, 444 (97%) supported the design proposals as being 
good for the community while 13 (3%) did not support the design proposals.  All 

5 Community Organisations and both business respondents supported the 
design proposals. 
 

4.9. A total of 154 comments were provided in relation to the Colgrain to Geilston 
Burn designs.  The main themes of the comments were urges to complete the 

path, requests for seating, lighting or segregation and comments on the route, 
of which 10 supported the preferred route and 4 noted preference for previous 
route alongside A814. 

 
4.10. Signalised junction at Ferry Road/A814, Cardross.  Of the 457 individual 

respondents, 398 (87%) supported the proposal to install a signalised junction at 
Ferry Road/A814 as being good for the community while 59 (13%) did not 
support the design proposals.  All 5 Community Organisations and both 

business respondents supported the proposal. 
 



 

4.11. A total of 139 comments were provided in relation to the proposals for a 
signalised junction at Ferry Road/A814, Cardross.  The main themes of the 

comments were the need to reduce traffic speeds, support for installation of 
traffic signals to assist crossing A814 and a preference for an alternative route 

which avoided any crossings of the A814. 
 
4.12. Ferry Road, Cardross to Ardoch.  Of the 457 individual respondents, 429 

(94%) supported the design proposals as being good for the community while 
28 (6%) did not support the design proposals.  All 5 Community Organisations 

and both business respondents supported the design proposals. 
 

4.13. Respondents were asked to provide suggestions for how we could further 

improve the designs for the section of cyclepath linking Cardross and Ardoch.  
A total of 84 comments were received.  The main themes of the comments 

were a preference for a route which avoided any crossings of the A814 and 
urges to complete the path. 

 
4.14. Route options through Ardoch. A short section of the route through Ardoch 

still requires the final alignment to be confirmed.  



 

4.18. Ardoch to Havoc Park, Dumbarton.  Of the 457 individual respondents, 439 

(96%) supported the design proposals as being good for the community while 

18 (4%) did not support the design proposals.  All 5 Community Organisations 
and both business respondents supported the design proposals. 

 
4.19. All respondents were asked to provide any suggestions they had for how we 

could further improve the designs for the section of cyclepath linking Ardoch 

and Havoc Park, Dumbarton.  A total of 63 comments were provided 
(appendix 5).  The main themes of the comments were support for completion 

of the path, concerns around security including lighting, requests for 
landscaping to obscure the Havoc Sewage Works and suggestions to route 
away from the foreshore. 

 
4.20. Further comments.  A total of 220 comments were provided.  The main 

themes of the comments were overwhelmingly urging to complete the path, 
followed by the importance of good maintenance, suggestions for alternative 
routings and points around the two proposed crossings over the A814. 

 
4.21. Appendix 1 provides the full results of the community consultation on the 

developed designs. 
 
Main comments from consultation 

 
4.22. Completion of the path. The Council continues to work to complete the design 

and construction of the whole path, linking Helensburgh, Cardross and 
Dumbarton.  This project requires access to privately owned land, but not any 
residential gardens, along the majority of the route, and will require successfully 

securing highly competitive external challenge funding for the construction of 
each phase of the route. 

 
4.23. Amendment of the route.  Requests to amend the route, primary to avoid having 

to cross the A814, and suggestions of alternative routes were received.  

Amending the route to avoid crossing the A814 would require land from 
residential gardens and/or the construction of a 1.2km sea defence along the 
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speed limits to be implemented.  The speed limit is determined by the Roads 
and Infrastructure Service based on national guidance.  Roads Officers have 

confirmed they consider the current speed limits on the A814 of 40mph in 
Ardoch, 30mph in Cardross and national (60mph) out with built up areas to be 

appropriate. 
 

4.26. Seating. While specific locations have not yet been determined, it is planned to 

include appropriate seating in the design of the path.  The seating will be located 



 

 
4.32. Landscaping.  A number of respondents suggested landscaping elements, 



 

since submission of the application Sustrans have now advised that the 
application will require to be considered by a funding panel.  However, at time of 

writing Sustrans have not been able to confirm a timescale for the next funding 
panel.  The uncertainty of when funding may be confirmed for this stage of work 

makes it likely that the earliest it will be possible to complete the planned work is 
2022/23 given the required time for procurement and the work required. 

 
Construction: Cardross Station to Geilston Burn 

 

4.40. The section of route linking Cardross Station to Cardross Park opened in 
December 2021 and is already being well used by the community.   
 

4.41. The permanent pedestrian and cycle bridge over the Geilston Burn was installed 
on 29 October 2021.  Following this, the Council’s Roads Operations team 

continue to work to progress with the final surfacing, signs and lines for the 
whole route linking Cardross Station to the Geilston Burn.  It is now expected 
this work will be completed early summer 2022, to fit within the available delivery 

capacity. 
 
Programme 

 
4.42. Appendix 2 provides an updated outline programme of the key stages and 

forecast timescales for each section of the Phase 1: Helensburgh to Cardross 
section of the Cyclepath; Phase 2: Cardross to Dumbarton; and, Phase 3: 

Helensburgh: Hermitage Academy to Town Centre. 
 



 

6.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 

6.1  Policy - Completion of this project will support the Council’s SOA outcomes 2: 
We have infrastructure that supports sustainable growth and 5: People live 



 

For further information contact:  

Colin Young, Strategic Transportation Delivery Officer 

Colin.Young@argyll-bute.gov.uk / Tel: 01546 604275 
 

 
Appendix 1: 2021/22 Community Consultation Results 
Appendix 2: Helensburgh, Cardross & Dumbarton Cyclepath Programme 

Appendix 3: Update on Land Negotiations for Helensburgh, Cardross and 
Dumbarton Cyclepath [EXEMPT] 
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